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TOM TAT

Bai diém sach giéi thidu va phan tich Cdu chuyén nghé thudt dwong dai ciia Tony Godfrey,
ban dich tiéng Viét cia Tran Phuong Thity, do Nha xuét ban Thé Giéi va Cong ty Nha Nam an hanh
nam 2026. T cau hoi lidu c6 thé ké mot “cau chuyén” vé nghé thuat duwong dai nhu Ernst Gombrich
tirng 1am véi lich sir nghé thuat hay khong, Godfrey xay dung mot 16i tiép can dua trén nhing thay
dbi trong thuc hanh nghé thut, thiét ché, thi truong va quan niém vé nghé thuat tir giita thé ky XX
dén nay. Bai viét cho rang déng gop chinh ciia cudn sach 1a t6 chirc mot linh vyc da tuyén, phi
tuyén thanh mot cau tric dé tiép can ddi véi doc gia mai 1am quen voi nghé thuat duong dai. Pong
thoi, nguoi viét chi ra nhitng van dé con dé ngo trong cudn sach, gdbm pham vi toan cau cua lich sir
nghé thuat duong dai, giéi han ctia phan ky thoi gian va nguy co duy tri diém nhin lay phuong Tay
lam trung tam. Tu do6, bai viét khéng dinh re"mg moi “cau chuyén” vé nghé thuat duong dai chi co
thé tiép tuc mo rong qua nhidu cau chuyén va nhidu goc nhin khac nhau.
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ABSTRACT

This book review introduces and analyzes Tony Godfrey’s The Story of Contemporary Art,
translated into Vietnamese by Tran Phuong Thuy and published by Thé Gidi Publishing House and
Nha Nam in 2026. It begins with Godfrey’s question of whether contemporary art can be told as a
“story,” as Ernst Gombrich did for the history of art. The review argues that Godfrey’s main
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contribution is to organize an inherently multilinear and non-linear field through changes in artistic
practice, institutions, the art market, and ideas about art from the mid-twentieth century to the

present. It also examines the book’s treatment of global art history, the limits of chronological

periodization, and the risk of preserving a Western-centered perspective. The article concludes that

any “story” of contemporary art must remain open to multiple stories and perspectives.

Keywords: Visual arts, contemporary art, art history.

Nam 1950, E. H. Gombrich xuét ban The
Story of Art, mot trong nhiing cu6n sach lich sir
nghé thuat phd bién va c6 anh hudng nhat trong
thé ky XX. V6i 16i ké chuyén sang rd, d& tiép
can, Gombrich da dua nguoi doc di qua lich st
nghé thudt phuong Ty, tir tién st dén nghé
thuat hién dai. Nhung cau chuyén iy gin nhu
dirng lai trude khi nhitng bién d6i cin ban cia
ngh¢ thudt duong dai thuc sy dinh hinh. Trong
1an stra d6i cudi ciing ndm 1994, Gombrich chi
dua vao mot s tac pham cua Lucian Freud va
David Hockney, trong khi Pop Art, chi nghia
t6i gian (minimalism) va nghé thuat y niém
(conceptual art), nhiing thuc hanh c6 anh huong
sdu rong dén nghé thuat tir thap nién 1960, hiu
nhu khong dugc dé cap trong cudn sach.

Bay muoi nam sau, Tony Godfrey tré lai
cau hoi nay trong The Story of Contemporary
Art, dugc Tran Phuong Thuy dich sang tiéng
Viét véi nhan dé Cdu chuyén nghé thudt duong
dai va do Nxb Thé Gi6i ciing Cong ty Nha Nam
xudt ban nim 2026. Cau hoi cia Godfrey vira
truc tiép vira thach thire: “Ai d6 ¢ thé viét mot
cudn sach nhu vay vé nghé thudt duong dai
khong?” (Godfrey, 2026). Néu cau tra 10 14 co,
van dé 1ap tirc tré nén phirc tap hon: nghé thuat
duong dai bat dau tir khi ndo, mach truyén cua
no la gi, ai 1a nhan vat chinh, va liéu c6 thé tim
thdy mot tién trinh r rang nhu trong cau chuyén
cuia Gombrich hay khong?

Day chinh 1a diém xuit phat dang chu y
nhit ctua cudn sach. Godfrey khong cb dung
nén mot lich s nghé thuat duong dai theo mo
hinh cac phong trao lan luot xuat hién rdi thay

thé nhau. Ong thira nhan rang khong thé c6 mot
cau chuyén dién tién r6 rang nhu Gombrich.
Thay vao do, 6ng lua chon ké lai lich su nghé
thuat duong dai qua nhiing “khing hoang,
xung dot va tranh cdi” vé ban chit cua nghé
thuat va mbi quan hé giita nghé thuat voi xa
hoi. Pay 1a mot lya chon phuong phap luan
quan trong, bdi chinh tinh tranh luan da tro
thanh mdt trong nhitng dac trung can ban cua
nghé thuat duong dai.

Godfrey vi thé khong bat dau bang mot
mdc thoi gian duy nhit. Ong lan lugt xem xét
1945, 1960, 1968, 1973, 1980, 1989 va 2001
nhu nhitng thoi diém c6 thé dung dé xac lap
diém khoi dau. Ong chon 1980 nhu mot budc
ngoit ¢6 tinh quyét dinh, khi cac phuong thirc
sang tac, trung bay va suu tap nghé thuit duong
nhu da thay d6i. Tuy nhién, trudce khi di toi mbe
ndy, 6ng van lan nguogc vé tan tich cuia chu
nghia hién dai vao nam 1945, Pop Art nam
1962, nghé thuat t5i gian nam 1966, nghé thuat
y ni€ém nam 1969 va sy hinh thanh cua thi
truong nghé thuat duong dai qudc té tir cudi
thap nién 1960, dau thap nién 1970.

Tu day, cau chuyén dugc trién khai qua
mudi chwong, mdi chuong xoay quanh mét vin
dé hodc mot xung dot ndi bat: su trd lai cta hoi
hoa, vi thé méi cua nhiép anh, diéu khic va
nghé thuat sép dat, ngh¢ thuat quéc gia va ngh¢
thudt toan cau, nghé thuat vi cong dong, quan
hé gitra cai hoanh trang va cai binh di, ké chuyén
va triru tuong, nghé thuat ddu gia va nghé thuat
trién 13m, cudi ciing 1 nghé thuat trong thoi dai
cht nghia tu ban giam sat. Cach t6 chirc nay



gitip cudn sach tranh phan nao mé hinh lich sir
nghé thuét thun tay theo trudng phai, dong
thoi cho thiy nghé thuit dwong dai ludn hinh
thanh trong quan hé véi thi trudng, thiét ché,
cong nghé, truyén thong, chinh tri va doi song
xa hoi. Chinh & ddy xuat hién nghich 1y can ban
ctia cudn sach: 1am thé nao dé ké mot lich st da
tuyén bang mot cau chuyén c6 trinh ty?

Néu lich st ngh¢ thuat b dién va can dai
phuong Tay c6 thé twong ddi thuan lgi dugc
trinh bay theo trat tu lich dai, tr Romanesque,
Gothic, Phuc hung dén Baroque, Tan ¢ dién va
nhiing giai doan tiép theo, thi tir thé ky XX, cau
trac Ay ngiy cang tré nén kho duy tri. Cac
phong trao khong don gian chi ndi tiép nhau ma
con dong thoi ton tai, giao thoa va phan bién lan
nhau. Trong ngh¢ thudt duong dai, sy phan tan
nay trd thanh mot dac diém céu trac. Mot thuc
hanh nghé thuat cé thé xuét hién trong nhiéu
dong lich su cung luc, trong khi nhitng hinh
thirc twong nhu da thudc vé qua khir van tiép
tuc duoc st dung va duoc tai dién gidi. Chinh vi
vay, ngh¢ thuat duong dai phu hop hon vdi mot
cach nhin da tuyén, trong d6 cac chiéu lich dai
va dong dai ctng hién dién.

Godfrey thyc ra da nhén thiic rd diéu nay.
Vian dé 1a d& 1am cho mot truong nghé thuat qua
rong va phan tan tré nén dé doc, ong van phai t6
chirc né thanh cac chuong, cac mdc va nhiing
“céu chuyén”. Vi thé, nhitng khoang thoi gian
trong sach nén dugc hiéu nhu nhimng diém nhan
clia mot cAu tric tu sy hon 1a nhiing duong bién
lich str tuyét ddi. “Trd lai voi hoi hoa” khong co
nghia 1 hoi hoa chi ton tai & dau thap nién 1980;
“nghé thuat qudc gia hay nghé thuat toan cau”
khong phai 14 mot van dé chi xuat hién nim
1989; “nghé thuat dau gia hay ngh¢ thuat trién
1am” ciing khong phai dén nam 2010 méi hinh
thanh. Cac van dé 4y da xudt hién tir trude, tiép
tuc ton tai va bién doi trong nhirg chuong sau.

Diéu nay khéong lam giam gia tri cua
phuong phap Godfrey. Nguoc lai, né cho thay
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mot nd lyc dang ké nham giai quyét mot bai
toan gan nhu khong thé tranh khoi cua lich sir
nghé thuat duong dai: lam sao tao ra mot trat tu
dién giai ma khong bién sy da nguyén thanh
mot lich str don myén. Gia tri cua cudn sach vi
thé nam it hon & viéc dwa ra mot hé thdng phan
ky hoan toan mdi, ma nhiéu hon & viéc thir
nghiém mot hinh thirc ké chuyén phu hop véi
chinh tinh chét day tranh luan cta d6i tuong.

Pay ciing 1a 1y do cudn sach cé gié tri dac
biét ddi voi doc gia méi tiép can voi nghé thuat
duong dai. Godfrey khong chi giai thich tac
phdm ma con giai thich cach thic thé gidi nghé
thudt van hanh. Thi truong dau gia, gallery, bao
tang, biennial (trién 1am ludng nién), hoi chg
nghé thuat, giam tuyén va cong chung lan lugt
budc vao lich str nghé thuat nhu nhiing tac nhan
c6 kha nang dinh hinh gia tri va y nghia cua tac
pham. Khi ban vé trién 1dm Cities on the Move,
chang han, Godfrey nhan manh rang ban than
viée t6 chirc trién 13m c6 thé tr thanh mot hinh
thtrc nghé thuat, déng thoi chi ra vai tro cua to
chure trong viée xac dinh khai ni¢m va ranh gioi
cua ngh¢ thuat. Pay 1a mdt sy md rong dang ké
cua lich str ngh¢ thuat tur tac phérn sang toan b
hé thdng san xudt, trung bay, dién giai va tiép
nhén ngh¢ thuat.

Tuy nhién, vin d& phtic tap hon khi
Godfrey sir dung khai niém “toan cau”. Ong
hoan toan y thirc vé gidi han ctia mot lich su
nghé thuat lay phuong Tay lam trung tam.
Chuong 5 danh riéng cho cau hoi “Nghé thuat
qudc gia hay nghé thuat toan cau”, trong do
trién 1am Magiciens de la Terre nam 1989 duoc
xem xét nhu mot budce ngoat. Pidu dang chi y
1a chinh trién 1dm mang tham vong toan cau nay
tirng bi phé phan vi cac giam tuyén phuong Tay
¢6 xu hudéng tim kiém & nghé si chau Phi va
chau A nhiing dic tinh “nguyén so”, khac biét,
trong khi lai xem nhe nhitng nghé si da tiép
nhan va bién dbi cac ngdn ngit nghé thuat hién
dai va hau hién dai phuong Tay.
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Godfrey ciing dua vao cau chuyén nhiéu
nghé si ngoai chau Au va Bic My, tir Tir Bang,
Thai Qudc Cuodng, Kimsooja dén Martha
Atienza, Doris Salcedo va nhiéu nghé si khac.
Cities on the Move, tap trung vao ngh¢ si chau
A va sy phat trién cua cac siéu d6 thi chau A,
dugc 6ng xem nhu mot biéu hién quan trong
cua su thay ddi ndy. RS rang, ciu chuyén cua
Godfrey dd mo rong dang ké vé mit dia 1y so
v6i lich str nghé thuat phuong Ty truyén thong.

Nhung lich str ngh¢ thuat tr¢ thanh “toan
cau” khong chi nho sb lwong dia danh hay nghé
sT duoc dua vao. Van dé sau hon nam ¢ goc
nhin va hé quy chiéu tri thirc. Ai dang ké cau
chuyén? Tir vi tri nao? Bang nhiing pham tri
nao? Khi mdt nghé si ngoai phuong Tay duoc
dura vao lich sir nghé thuat toan cau, liéu nghé si
a”iy c6 duoc nhin nhan tir lich s, xa hdi va hé
thong tri thirc cta chinh ho, hay van chu yéu
duoc dién giai bang nhimg pham tra di duoc
hinh thanh tir lich sir nghé thuat phuong Tay?

Day la cau hoi dic biét dang cha y di voi
Cau chuyén nghé thudt duwong dai. Godfrey y
thirc kha rd vé vi tri ciia nguoi viét. Ong thira
nhan cudn sach vé nghé thuat duong dai tt yéu
mang tinh c4 nhan, boi nguoi doc co thé bat
ddng va6i 6ng va chinh sy bat dong 4y tao nén
tranh luan. Nhung ¥ thtrc vé tinh vi tri ctia nguoi
ké chuyén chwra dong nghia véi viée cau tric tri
thirc ctia cau chuyén d4 thay d6i hoan toan. Viéc
bd sung nghé si tir cac khu vuc khac nhau 1a
mot budc quan trong dé pha v& trung tim
phwong T4y, nhung chua du dé tao ra mét lich
sir da trung tim néu nhitng nghé si dy van chu
yéu duogc doc qua cac pham tru dugc kién tao tir
trung tim 4y.

Van d& nay cang trd nén rd rang khi dat
cudn sach trong nhitng bdi canh nghé thuat cu
thé nhu & Viét Nam. Chu nghia hién dai, hau
hién dai hay nghé thuat duong dai déu 13 nhiing
khai niém dugc hinh thanh trong lich st hi¢n
dai phuong Tay, sau d6 duogc luu chuyén, tiép

nhan va bién doi trong nhimng khong gian vin
hoa khac nhau. Do d6, nghé thuat duong dai ¢
Viét Nam khong don gian 1a mot phién ban dén
mudn cua lich su ngh¢ thuat phuong Tay.
Nhiing bién d6i cua nghé thuat Viét Nam can
duoc dat trong cac diéu kién lich sir, kinh té, xa
héi, chinh tri va van hoa riéng, déng thoi trong
qué trinh tiép nhén, chuyén héa va ddi thoai véi
nhitng dién ngdn nghé thuat qudc té. Mot lich
st ngh¢ thuat duong dai toan cau, néu thuc su
mubn vuot khoi Au tim luin (Eurocentrism), vi
vay can chuyén tr viéc md rong ban dd sang
viéc da dang hoa diém nhin.

Dong thoi, day ciing 1a noi cach tiép can
da tuyén c6 thé tré thanh mot phuong phap hiru
ich hon cach phan ky thuan tay. Nghé thuat
duong dai khong nhat thiét phai dwoc hinh
dung nhu mot dong séng duy nhat co dau
ngudn va hudng chay xac dinh. N6 gan véi mot
mang ludi gdm nhiéu dong chay, trong d6 co
nhiing dong giao nhau, c6 dong tach ra, co
dong quay tré lai va co dong tiép tuc van dong
song song. Mot lich st nhu vay khong phu
nhan nién dai, nhung dat nién dai bén canh
dong dai; khong loai bo phan ky, nhung xem
phan ky nhu mot cong cu dién giai; khong phu
nhéan cau chuyén, nhung thtra nhan re"mg luén
¢6 nhiéu cau chuyén cung ton tai.

O phuong dién nay, Cdu chuyén nghé
thudt dwong dai cua Tony Godfrey vira 1a mot
nd lyc ké chuyén, vira la bang chimg cho thiy
cdu chuyén ay khé co thé hoan tat. Cudn sach
thuyét phuc & kha nang dwa nguoi doc bude vao
mot thé giéi nghé thuat phrc tap bang ngdn ngi
sang 10, giau vi du va ludn gan tac pham voi
nhitng tranh luan rong hon vé xa hoi, thi truong,
thé ché va cong nghé. No dic biét hitu ich nhu
mdt van ban nhap mon, boi thay vi trao cho
nguoi doc mot danh muc cac truong phai can
ghi nhd, Godfrey lién tuc dat ra nhitng cau hoi
vé viée nghé¢ thuat dugc tao ra, nhin nhan va
dinh gia nhu thé nao.



Nhung chinh tham vong “ké chuyén” 4y
cling tao nén gi6i han cta cudn sach. Nghé
thudt duong dai, cang dugc nhin nhan nhu mot
truong da nguyén, da trung tim va da tuyén, thi
cang kho co thé duoc thu gon vao mdt cau
chuyén duy nhét. C6 1& cau hoi quan trong nhat
ma cudn sach d¢é lai khong phai 14 liéu Godfrey
da ké dung cau chuyén vé nghé thuat duong dai
hay chua, ma 1a lidu c6 thé c6 mot cau chuyén
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duy nhat vé nghé thuat duong dai hay khong.
Néu cau tra 10i 1a khong, thi gia tri ciia mot cudn
sach nhu Cdu chuyén nghé thudt dwong dai
nam & viéec nd mé ra mot ban do dé nguodi doc
tiép tuc dat cAu hoi, tranh luin va viét thém
nhitng cau chuyén khac. Bdi voi nghé thuat
duong dai, cau chuyén co 1€ khong bao gio chi
c6 mot tuyén, ciing nhu khong bao gio thuc sy
két thuc.
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* Godfrey, T. (2026). The Story of Contemporary Art - Cau chuyén nghé thudt duong dai.
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» Gombrich, E. H. (1995). The Story of Art (16th ed.). London: Phaidon.
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